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however seems ready to go to any length in
the way of naval credits. The difficulty is in pro-
ceeding with the actual work of construction and
with enlistment. With regard to the army, many
people like Colonel Roosevelt have offered to raise
large volunteer forces. It would be unpopular to
send a large force abroad in case of war and I think
this would be wholly out of the question. The
utmost the United States would do would be to
encourage enlistment. With regard to ourselves
the courts have refused to give any decision as to
the interpretation of the neutrality act and all our
operations are hung up in spite of our protests.

The general feeling is first of all that
Trend of the United States should take no action
public opinion except of a purely defensive character ;

secondly, that if this action leads to war
the war should be an American war in defence of
American interests, and thirdly, that no general
compact should be made with any European
Power. The competent authorities are perfectly
aware of the vital necessity of not interfering with
our supplies and as a matter of fact should war take
place a close understanding will naturally ensue.
It will be closer with France than with the other
belligerents. Most people would be glad to have
paid the debt owed by the United States to France
both in money and in men, but an understanding
with England or Russia would certainly not be
liked. There appears to be an immense amount
of indifference in the country at large ; and in Cali-
fornia, the only country which excites the fear or
dislike of the population is Japan. In the West
they have no pecuniary or other interests in the War
and the West has much influence in Washington.